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Paul's Plea for Onesimus - Philemon 1:10-25 
 
Topics 
Change, Compassion, Forgiveness, Friendship, Reconciliation, 
Restitution, Slavery 
 
Open It Question 
A. When you have to ask someone for a favor, how do you go 

about it?  
             
             
              
 
B. How would you welcome back into your home a family 

member who had run away?  
             
             
              
 
C. What does it take to reestablish trust with someone who has 

made a major mistake?  
             
             
              
 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A8-25
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Change&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Compassion&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Forgiveness&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Friendship&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Reconciliation&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Restitution&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Slavery&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
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Explore It Questions 
1. Who is the subject of Paul’s appeal to Philemon? (1:10)  
             
             
              
 
2. How did Paul describe his relationship with Onesimus? 

(1:10-11)  
             
             
              
 
3. What was Paul’s state of mind in sending Onesimus back to 

Philemon?  (1:12-13)  
             
             
              
 
4. What was Paul’s motivation for sending Onesimus back to 

Philemon when Paul could have used him as a helper? 
(1:12-14)  

             
             
              
 
5. What happened to Onesimus during the time he had been 

away from Philemon and with Paul? (1:15-16)  
             
             
              
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A10-11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A12-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A12-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A15-16
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6. How did Paul want Philemon to greet Onesimus when he 
returned? (1:17)  

             
             
              
 
7. To what level was Paul willing to be involved in the 

reconciliation between Philemon and Onesimus? (1:18-19)  
             
             
              
 
8. Of what debt did Paul remind Philemon? (1:19)  
             
             
              
 
9. What response from Philemon did Paul anticipate?  

(1:20-21) Why?  
             
             
              
 
10. For what future event did Paul hope? (1:22)  
             
             
              
 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A18-19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A20-21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A22
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11. Why did Paul feel it necessary to end the letter to Philemon 
and his house church by praying for the grace of Jesus 
Christ to be with their spirit? (1:25) 

             
             
              
 
 Get It Questions 
12. Why do you think this short letter related to a specific 

relationship problem is included in the Bible?  
             
             
              
 
13. Why do you think was it important to Paul that Onesimus 

return to his former master?  
             
             
              
 
14. What risks did Onesimus take by going back to Philemon? 
             
             
              
  
15. How should someone else’s new commitment to Christ 

change our relationship with him or her? 
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16. In what circumstances should Christians return to people 
they knew before their conversion to rectify past mistakes? 

             
             
              
  
17. What role should we play in helping people be reconciled 

to others with whom they have had conflicts?  
             
             
              
 
18. What do you think was Philemon’s response when 

Onesimus returned to him? Why?  
             
             
              
 
Apply It Questions 
19. What broken relationship or promise from your earlier life 

are you willing to take steps to rectify this week? 
             
             
              
  
20. What can you do this week to help other people settle their 

disputes or separation?  
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21. Who needs your affirmation this week to help him or her 
more fully understand the changes God is working in his or 
her life?  

             
             
              
 
 
 
 
Adult Questions for LESSONMaker. 



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
of Southfield, Michigan

Welcome to Bible Study!

Philemon 1:10-25
Paul’s Appeal for Onesimus

Facilitators
Rev. Rodney Kemp
Rev. Valerie Crump
Rev. Jacqueline Albert
Dean Donna Wilson
Minister Alicia Martin

Sunday School Instructors
Robbin Cooper, Sunday School Supt.
Jacqueline Bray, Instructor
Jonathan Clark, Instructor
Kendall Taylor, Instructor
Vineta Mitchell, Instructor
Chaplain Gloria Vinson, Instructor



Philemon 1:10-25
Paul’s Appeal for Onesimus

PRAYER
SICK
BEREAVED
OUR COUNTRY
THE WORLD



Philemon 1:10-25
Paul’s Appeal for Onesimus

Bible 
Study 

Resources

(www.newhope-
mbc.org)

Holy Bible

 Participant 
Questionnaire/Worksheet



Philemon 1:10-25
Paul’s Appeal for Onesimus

TOPICS



Philemon 1:10-25
Paul’s Appeal for Onesimus

TO
PI

C
S

Change
Compassion
Forgiveness
Friendship
Reconciliation
Restitution
Slavery



Philemon 1:10-25
Paul’s Appeal for Onesimus

O
pe

n 
It

 
Q

ue
st

io
ns A. When you ask someone 

for a favor, how do you 
go about it? 



Philemon 1:10-25
Paul’s Appeal for Onesimus

O
pe

n 
It

 
Q

ue
st

io
ns B. How would you welcome 
back into your home a family 
member who had run away? 



Philemon 1:10-25
Paul’s Appeal for Onesimus

O
pe

n 
It

 
Q

ue
st

io
ns C. What does it take to 

reestablish trust with 
someone who has made a 
major mistake? 



Philemon 1:10-25
Paul’s Appeal for Onesimus

Introduction



Philemon 1:10-25
Paul’s Appeal for Onesimus

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n While in prison, Paul had led Onesimus to 

the Lord. So he asked Philemon to forgive 
his runaway slave who had become a 
Christian and, even going beyond 
forgiveness, to accept Onesimus as a 
brother. 
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In
tr

od
uc

tio
n As Christians, we should forgive as we 

have been forgiven (Matthew 6:12; 
Ephesians 4:31-32). True forgiveness 
means that we treat the one we’ve forgiven 
as we would want to be treated. Is there 
someone you say you have forgiven, but 
who still needs your kindness?

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+6%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+4%3A31-32
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Sc
ri

pt
ur

e 10 I appeal to you to show kindness to my child, 
Onesimus. I became his father in the faith while 
here in prison.
11 Onesimus hasn't been of much use to you in 
the past, but now he is very useful to both of us.

https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-10
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-11
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Sc
ri

pt
ur

e
12 I am sending him [Onesimus] back to you, and 
with him comes my own heart.
13 I wanted to keep him here with me while I am 
in these chains for preaching the Good News, and 
he would have helped me on your behalf.
14 But I didn't want to do anything without your 
consent. I wanted you to help because you were 
willing, not because you were forced.

https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-12
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-13
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-14
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Sc
ri

pt
ur

e 15 It seems you lost Onesimus for a little while 
so that you could have him back forever.
16 He is no longer like a slave to you. He is more 
than a slave, for he is a beloved brother, 
especially to me. Now he will mean much more 
to you, both as a man and as a brother in the 
Lord.

https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-15
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-16
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Sc
ri

pt
ur

e 17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome 
him as you would welcome me.
18 If he has wronged you in any way or owes 
you anything, charge it to me.

https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-17
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-18
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Sc
ri

pt
ur

e
19 I, PAUL, WRITE THIS WITH MY OWN 
HAND: I WILL REPAY IT. AND I WON'T 
MENTION THAT YOU OWE ME YOUR VERY 
SOUL !
20 Yes, my brother, please do me this favor for 
the Lord's sake. Give me this encouragement in 
Christ.

https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-19
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-20
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Sc
ri

pt
ur

e 21 I am confident as I write this letter that you 
will do what I ask and even more!
22 One more thing-please prepare a guest room 
for me, for I am hoping that God will answer 
your prayers and let me return to you soon.

https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-21
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-22


Philemon 1:10-25
Paul’s Appeal for Onesimus

Sc
ri

pt
ur

e 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, 
sends you his greetings.
24 So do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, 
my co-workers.
25 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit.

https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-23
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-24
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-25
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ns 1. Who is the subject of Paul’s appeal to 

Philemon? (1:10) 

“I appeal to you to show kindness to 
my child, Onesimus. I became his 
father in the faith while here in prison” 
(1:10 NLT).

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A10
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ns 2. How did Paul describe his relationship with 

Onesimus? (1:10-11) 

“10 I appeal to you to show kindness to my child, 
Onesimus. I became his father in the faith while here 
in prison. 11 Onesimus hasn't been of much use to 
you in the past, but now he is very useful to both of 
us.”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A10-11


Philemon 1:10-25
Paul’s Appeal for Onesimus

E
xp

lo
re

 It
 Q

ue
st

io
ns 3. What was Paul’s state of mind in sending 

Onesimus back to Philemon? (1:12-13) 

“12 I am sending him back to you, and with him 
comes my own heart. 13 I wanted to keep him here 
with me while I am in these chains for preaching the 
Good News, and he would have helped me on your 
behalf.”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A12-16
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-13
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4. What was Paul’s motivation for sending 
Onesimus back to Philemon when Paul could 
have used him as a helper? (1:12-14) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A12-14
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“12 I am sending him back to you, and with him comes 
my own heart. 13 I wanted to keep him here with me 
while I am in these chains for preaching the Good News, 
and he would have helped me on your behalf. 14 But I 
didn't want to do anything without your consent. I wanted 
you to help because you were willing, not because you 
were forced.”

https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-13
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-14
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E
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io
ns 5. What happened to Onesimus during the time he had 

been away from Philemon and with Paul? (1:15-16) 

“15 It seems you lost Onesimus for a little while so 
that you could have him back forever. 16 He is no 
longer like a slave to you. He is more than a slave, for 
he is a beloved brother, especially to me. Now he will 
mean much more to you, both as a man and as a 
brother in the Lord.”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A15-16
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-16
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ns 6. How did Paul want Philemon to greet Onesimus 

when he returned? (1:17) 

“17 So if you consider me your partner, 
welcome him as you would welcome me.”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A17
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ns 7. To what level was Paul willing to be involved in the 

reconciliation between Philemon and Onesimus? 
(1:18-19) 

“18 If he has wronged you in any way or owes you 
anything, charge it to me.
19 I, PAUL, WRITE THIS WITH MY OWN HAND: I 
WILL REPAY IT. AND I WON'T MENTION THAT YOU 
OWE ME YOUR VERY SOUL ! ”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A18-19
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-19
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ns 8. Of what debt did Paul remind Philemon? 

(1:19) 

“19 I, PAUL, WRITE THIS WITH MY OWN 
HAND: I WILL REPAY IT. AND I WON'T 
MENTION THAT YOU OWE ME YOUR VERY 
SOUL !”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A19
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9. What response from Philemon did 
Paul anticipate? (1:20-21) Why? 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A20-21
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20 Yes, my brother, please do me this favor for 
the Lord's sake. Give me this encouragement in 
Christ. 21 I am confident as I write this letter that 
you will do what I ask and even more!

https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-20
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nlt/philemon/1-21
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E
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ns 10. For what future event did Paul hope? 

(1:22) 

“22 One more thing-please prepare a guest 
room for me, for I am hoping that God will 
answer your prayers and let me return to 
you soon.”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Phm+1%3A22
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ns 11.Why did Paul feel it necessary to end the letter to 

Philemon and his house church by praying for the 
grace of Jesus Christ to be with their spirit? (1:25)

“25May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with your spirit.”
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Get It Questions
#12 through #18

Apply It Questions
#19 through #21



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church    
of Southfield, Michigan
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NEW HOPE MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

OF SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN Mid-Day Bible Study

Resumes In-Person

On Wednesday, 
October 27, 2021

@12:00 Noon

CDC PROTOCOLS WILL BE FOLLOWED 
IN THE SAME FASHION AS DURING 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE.

REGISTER WITH THE NEW HOPE 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE BY 
CALLING (248) 353-0675 BY MONDAY 
BEFORE EACH WEDNESDAY.

IF YOU NEED TRANSPORTATION, CALL 
THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE TO 
RESERVE A SPOT



NEW HOPE 
MISSIONARY 

BAPTIST 
CHURCH

QUARTERLY 
CHURCH 
MEETING
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